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What The World Cannot See 

O LORD, how great are Your works! Your thoughts are very deep.  A senseless man 

does not know, Nor does a fool understand this.  Psalm 92:5-6  

Many words are used to describe the condition of those who are in the world and without Christ.  I’ve used some of 

them here to show that they can’t or won’t look to Jesus.   

Studies included in this article are:  What The World Cannot See; The Fool 

For more information on this topic, please see: “Seeing Jesus, The Christ”; and Christians’ Privilege 

To Know God” 

 

Isaiah 65: 2   I have stretched out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, Who walk in a way that is not 

good, According to their own thoughts. 

John 1:10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

John 3:3  Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God." 

John 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

John 7:4  For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these 

things, show Yourself to the world.  

John 8:12  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall 

not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

John 12:46  I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in 

darkness. 

John 14:17  The Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 

Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 

John 14:19  "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, 

you will live also. 

John 14:22  Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not 

to the world?" 

John 17:9  I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are 

Yours. 
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John 17:14-16  I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world.  I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but 

that You should keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

John 17:25  "O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have 

known that You sent Me.” 

Romans 1:18-28  “18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 ¶ because what may be known of 

God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His 

eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they 

did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish 

hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the 

incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man––and birds and four–footed animals 

and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to 

dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God 

gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against 

nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one 

another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their 

error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 

them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;”  

Romans 8:6-7  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because 

the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 

1 Corinthians 1:21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it 

pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 

2  Corinthians 3:14-16  But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in 

the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.  But even to this day, when 

Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.  Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 

away. 

 2  Corinthians 10:5  Casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 

Ephesians 2:12  That at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel 

and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  

Colossians 2:8  Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition 

of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 

Colossians 2:18   Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, 

intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. 
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Colossians 2:20  Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as 

though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations––  

Philippians 3:18-19  For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they 

are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose 

glory is in their shame––who set their mind on earthly things. 

James 1:27  Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in 

their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 

James 4:4  Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 

God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

2 Peter 1:4  by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 

may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 

lust. 

2 Peter 2:5; 3:6  and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of 

righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly…by which the world that then existed 

perished, being flooded with water. 

2 Peter 2:20  For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse 

for them than the beginning. 

1 John 2:15  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. 

1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world––the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life––is 

not of the Father but is of the world. 

1 John 2:17  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides 

forever. 

3 John 11  Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who 

does evil has not seen God. 

  

The Fool 

1 Samuel 26:21  Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Return, my son David. For I will harm you no more, because 

my life was precious in your eyes this day. Indeed I have played the fool and erred exceedingly." 

Psalm 14:1  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." 

They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who does good. 

Psalm 49:10  For he sees wise men die; Likewise the fool and the senseless person perish, And leave their 

wealth to others. 
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Psalm 53:1  To the Chief Musician. Set to "Mahalath." A Contemplation of David. The fool has said in his 

heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity; There is none who 

does good.” 

Proverbs 11:29  He who troubles his own house will inherit the wind, And the fool will be servant to the 

wise of heart. 

Proverbs 15:7  The lips of the wise disperse knowledge, But the heart of the fool does not do so. 

Proverbs 26:3  A whip for the horse, A bridle for the donkey, And a rod for the fool‘s back. 

Proverbs 26:10  The great God who formed everything Gives the fool his hire and the transgressor his 

wages. 

Proverbs 29:9  If a wise man contends with a foolish man, Whether the fool rages or laughs, there is no 

peace. 

Ecclesiastes 2:14  The wise man’s eyes are in his head, But the fool walks in darkness. Yet I myself 

perceived That the same event happens to them all.   

Ecclesiastes 4:5  The fool folds his hands And consumes his own flesh. 

Ecclesiastes 7:6  For like the crackling of thorns under a pot, So is the laughter of the fool. This also is 

vanity. 

 

 

 

Scripture taken from the New King James Version, copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
 


