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Man After God- Paul                                                                                                    

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own 

righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of 

His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 

death.  Philippians 3:8-10   

Only if you read the Scriptures carefully will you find these references to the intimate relationship Paul enjoyed with 

His God.  I was surprised when God opened my eyes to this precious collection. 

Studies included in this article are: Paul’s Conversion Witnesses; Recorded Times God Is With Paul. 

For more information on this topic, please see:  “Man After God-Moses”; “Man After God-David”; 

“People Who Knew God”; “Fellowship” 

 

Paul knew God, but yearned to know Him even more. 

A.  Conversion Witnesses:                                                                                                                                                       

1.  Conversion :  Acts 9:3-7, 10-12, 15-17   As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light 

shone around him from heaven.  Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why 

are you persecuting Me?  And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.  So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what 

do You want me to do?  Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you 

must do.   And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one…Acts 

9:10-12  Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, 

"Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord.  So the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street called 

Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.  And in a 

vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his 

sight…Acts 9:15-17  But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name 

before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.  For I will show him how many things he must suffer for 

My name’s sake.   And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, 

"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may 

receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  

2.  Witness to the Jerusalem Crowd:  Acts 22:6-10, 14-15  Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near 

Damascus at about noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.   And I fell to the ground and 

heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ 

And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ And those who were with me 

indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.  So I said, 
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‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all 

things which are appointed for you to do’…Acts 22:14-15 Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen 

you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth. ‘For you will be 

His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.  

3.  Witness To King Agrippa:  Acts 26:13-19  "at midday, O king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me.  And when we all had fallen to 

the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’  So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I 

am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  ‘But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this 

purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things 

which I will yet reveal to you. ‘I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to 

whom I now send you, ‘to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 

of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified 

by faith in Me.’ Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 

 

B.  Recorded Times God is with Paul 

1.  Additional Comments About The Road To Damascus Revelation:   

Acts 22:14-15 Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, 

and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth. ‘For you will be His witness to all men of 

what you have seen and heard. 

Acts 26:16  for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both 

of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. 

Acts 9:16  For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake. 

2.  Three Years in Arabia:  Galatians 1:11-18  But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which 

was preached by me is not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it 

came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.   For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I 

persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.  And I advanced in Judaism beyond 

many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers.  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His 

grace,  to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer 

with flesh and blood,  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to 

Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and 

remained with him fifteen days.   

Ephesians 3:3-4   How that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written 
already, by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ). 
 
How did Paul learn the gospel?  Not from conferring with others who had been taught of Him and spent time with Him, 

experiencing Him in His earthly ministry.  No, it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  I believe that Paul spent 3 years 

in Arabia at the feet of Jesus (rabbinic style: “in silence with all submission”) learning about Him by experiencing Him. 
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3.  In Corinth:  Acts 18:9-10  Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid, but 

speak, and do not keep silent;  for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many 

people in this city." 

4.  Early In Jerusalem:  Acts 22:17-18  "Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in 

the temple, that I was in a trance and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, 

for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.” 

5.  Later In Jerusalem:  Acts 23:11 But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Be of good 

cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome." 

6.  In Various Other Visions And Revelations:  2 Corinthians 12:1  It is doubtless not profitable for me 

to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: 

Here Paul tells us that he has joined the host of others who commonly experienced the Lord.  Among them are Adam and Eve, 

Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah and Elisha (“before Whom I stand”) and John.   

7.  Trip to Third Heaven:  2 Corinthians 12:2-4   I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago––

whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows––such a one was 

caught up to the third heaven.  And I know such a man––whether in the body or out of the body I do not 

know, God knows–– how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not 

lawful for a man to utter. 

8.  In Rome:  2 Timothy 4:16-17  At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not 

be charged against them.  But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be 

preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I was delivered out of the mouth of the 

lion. 

9.  Throughout his apostolic career:  1 Corinthians 15:8  Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by 
one born out of due time. 

 
By Paul’s own description of himself as “born out of due time” refers to his apostleship for which one qualified by being present 

with the Lord in His earthly ministry.  I believed Paul was qualified by encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus, through 

Arabia’s schooling, and throughout his ministry. 

Acts 1:20-22   "For it is written in the book of Psalms: ‘Let his dwelling place be desolate, And let no one live 

in it’; and, ‘Let another take his office.’ "Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that 

the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was 

taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.  And they proposed two: 

Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.”  

NOTE:  Casting lots between two human choices for a Divine appointment doesn’t work.  I believe Paul is the twelfth disciple.  
God made it happen all by Himself!  

 
 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version, copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
 


